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2 November, 1928.]
 Mr. miles irving, C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S., and Khan Bahadur
		Nawab muzaffar khan.
 
ifS06.,?! Bombay gave another ground. He said, tt the difficulty was because, for example, if a police-m man belonging to the untouchable class went to t search the house of a Brahmin, the Brahmin would object to the policeman's coming into his house." You have not given any reason of that sort ?—We should have considerable complaint. We have
 high caste Dogras. We should have considerable difficulty in escorting a Dogra by a sweeper constable.
391. Lord Burnham : May I ask a question on a matter of fact ? At the present moment are all the Deputy Inspectors General of Police in the police ranges Europeans ?—They are all Europeans.
LAHORE.
Bated, 2nd  November,   1928. Morning.
present :> all the members of the   commission   (except colonel lane-fox),  of   the   central committee
(EXCEPT   MR.    KlKABHAI    PREMCHAND   AND    SlR    ZuLFIQAR   ALI    KHAN),    AND    OF   THE    PUNJAB
provincial committee.
Mr. MILES IRVING, C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S., Additional Secretary to the Government
of the   Punjab,   Reforms,   and   Khan   Bahadur   Nawab    MUZAFFAR     KHAN,
Joint Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, Transferred Departments.
1. The Chairman : Mr. Miles Irving * * * did you become Financial Secretary to .the Punjab Government in 1922 ?—Yes.
* * * • You have been detailed, I think, for special duty in connection with preparing a great deal of the material for the information of the Commission ?—That is sq.
Might we * * * turn to page 57,* where you set out the composition of the Punjab legislative council.
 140.	With regard to para. 11, which the Chair
man read out to you, can you tell us whether this
idea that the interests of tenants will be represented
by many small landowners has been achieved ?—
The relations of the landlord and tenant differ very
much in the various parts of the province.    If you
take a man in a canal colony and give him twenty-
five acres of land, he is quite a poor peasant, but he
will cultivate twelve and a half acres himself and
will not employ labourers to  cultivate the other
twelve and a half ; he will let it out on rent.    There
fore you get a type of tenant who is socially in
distinguishable from a landlord.    At the other end
of the scale you get the type with which we are all
familiar;   where the tenant occupies practically a
feudal position tris-a-vis his landlord.    Between the
two there is an almost infinite gradation.    It is true
to say the main body of tenants are socially very much
the same as the main body of peasant farmers.
They come, generally speaking, from the same tribes.
They occupy a certain inferior position because they
do not own land, but socially (speaking as an outside
observer)  they seem at any rate very nearly in
distinguishable.   What is more important for this
purpose is that the result of the process of fragmenta
tion in this province has been to bring about the
position that very many landlords who do not possess
enough  land   for  their  own   subsistence  are  also
tenants.    That is true to a very large extent, par
ticularly in the central Punjab.
 141.	Do you agree that in, the last two councils
the   peasant   proprietors   and   small   tenants  have
been swamped by the big landowners in all the rural
<x>nstituencies, and have not secured the return of
their   people ?—As   far   as   my   recollection   goes,
there are actually no small peasants in the council,
but whether the members represent them or not I
should not like to say.		
 
 142.	The small people have not been able to get
into  the  council  themselves ?—I   can  think  of  no
member of the council whom I should describe as a
peasant proprietor.
 143.	Raja Narendra Nath :   The depressed classes
and the agricultural labourers in rural areas have
no vote,   generally speaking,  because they do not
own   property ?—No.    That   is   almost   universally
the case.    Ordinarily the menial classes do not own
land,   and   therefore   they  have   no   land   revenue
qualification.
 144.	Talking of the city proper of Lahore and of
Amritsar, land is not assessed there to land revenue ?
—No.
 145.	On page 57*, at the end of paragraph 2, you
say " the distribution of the elected seats as between
" rural and urban interests is 55 to 16 " ?—Yes.
 146.	In   paragraph   4   it   is   stated:     " Of   the
elected members, about 50 out of the 71 belonged
•' to    tribes    notified   as    agricultural" ?—I    have
guarded myself by saying  " about" ;    it is  very
difficult  to   make   an   accurate  statement  to   that
effect.    I  would ask the Conference to take that
with every   qualification  that  the word  *' about"
may imply,  because accurately to say whether or
not a gentleman is  a member of an  agricultural
tribe is impossible, because there are different lists
of tribes in each district.

 153.	Chaudhri Zafmttah Khan : Has the commerce
seat in the three councils which have been elected
under the reformed constitution always been held
by a European ?—Yes.
 154.	And has the industry seat always been held
by a Hindu ?—Yes, I think so.
 155.	And   has the  university  seat  always  been
held by a Hindu ?—Yes.
 156.	In all three councils ?—Yes.
at is that if tenants in rural areas are there is likely to be a much larger number of the inferior classes on the electoral roll than at present ?—I am not prepared to say that. I do nqt think in^the Punjab as a whole a very-large prdportion of the land held in tenancy is held by people of a distinctly inferior status. It is very hard to say. We have got practically no information, but my impression is that most of the tenants are people of very much the same class and tribes as the peasant proprietors.

